
Abila was a Decapolis city located 12 Roman miles east of 
Gadara (Umm Qais). The site evidences its most substantial 
occupation from the Roman through the early medieval 
period (2nd–10th centuries CE). However, since the 1980s 
stratified remains have been excavated on the north tall, 
indicating nearly continuous occupation from the Early 
Bronze into the early medieval periods, with some reuse of 
the site in the later medieval and modern periods, as well.

The central goals for the 2018 season of the Abila 
Archaeological Project were: (1) To deepen the excavation 
in key squares in area AA on the north tall in order to 
examine how the Byzantine, Hellenistic, Iron, and Bronze 
Age habitations extended east and north on Tall Abil, (2) 
to continue the excavation of two Byzantine churches 
(areas G and E) in preparation for publication and for 
better presentation of the churches for tourism, and (3) 
to continue our excavation of a presumed “marketplace” 
in the area adjacent to the basalt road in area B. Despite a 
shortened season due to the constraints of holidays that fell 
in the middle of the summer, significant progress toward all 
these goals was accomplished.
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Fig. 1.  Area B: Square 55 from east with basalt street. 
(Photo courtesy of Tim Snow.)
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Fig. 2. Area E: a: location of the looted stone featuring a menorah uncovered in the 
2016 season of excavation; b: the stone in situ in 2016 prior to looting. (Photos 
courtesy of Tim Snow.)



The main effort of the 2018 season in area AA involved continued excavation of the large 
wall that runs from the “Umayyad Building” adjacent to the Byzantine church on the tall 
northward approximately 26 m into the north balk of square 25. The wall rises to a height of 
1.7 m above the plaster surface that abuts it on the south, which is preserved across an area 
of 11 x 3 m, but it is clear that the wall continues below this level. Excavation did not proceed 
below this surface this season. Pottery from this area ranged between late Byzantine and 
Hellenistic. Work during our next season of excavation will continue down through this 
plaster surface to determine the extent of this monumental wall. 

Current excavation in area B has focused on what we believe is a marketplace that likely 
dates to the 8th or 9th centuries and runs alongside a basalt road that was first excavated in 
the 1990s and winds its way around the ancient city. During the 2018 season of excavation, 
squares 54, 55, and 57 in this area gave evidence of a marketplace, as we had assumed. 
Future work in this area will complete the excavation of these squares and remove debris so 
that the footprint of the marketplace can be more clearly seen. 

Work in in the Byzantine church located in area E focused on the adjacent building on 
the north side of the structure, discovered during the 2016 season of excavation. While the 
footprint of the structure was evident from the outset—including what we presumed to 
be an apse in the center of the east wall of the structure—no excavation had been done 
until the 2018 season. Three half-squares were opened: squares 99x, 100x, and 101x. Two 
meters of soil were excavated in each of them, but the season ended before we were able to 
determine much about the function of the structure. Other work in area E focused on repair 
of two instances of looting: the cistern in the northwest corner of the atrium was opened, 
and it appears that someone entered the cistern; and a carved stone featuring an image of a 
menorah was stolen sometime after the completion of our 2016 season of excavation. 

Project website: jbu.edu/abila/ 
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