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k-dt eWt2Hd\O-ot eG4t[-\o^fdt-dtHetkXfP2tG-h4tOXXN42tkG4UtfUq
^WOO42tHUt-VeH]fHeo�t*GHdtk-dt-t0XT\PH0-e42te-dNt/40-fd3t-t0-^q
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t +U7Y^efq
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16 THE PETRA PAPYRI I 

So-called loose fragments were included in the later stages of the final reconstruction after the main frag-
ments had been placed and the gaps in the papyrus were visible. Occasionally even the loose fragments could 
form sequences, if they came from a tiny stack of layers. In addition to the fragments belonging to the Inventory 
Number in question, all editors have also taken a look around at the roll fragments coming from adjacent Field 
Numbers. At least in one case (Inv. 10), fragments belonging to one single document have been found in three 
different original Field Numbers representing four different Inventory Numbers. 

The final transcripts are based on reconstructions completed by each editor with the collaboration of the 
conservators. The long and painstaking process has required an understanding of both the physical structure of 
the roll, particularly the damage and losses affecting each roll piece, and of the text itself, its contents and word-
ing. The text could not be established by one criterion only. Individual fragments were joined by comparing 
their contours and fibers, and by checking that the ink traces reaching out to adjacent fragments would indeed 
match. Ultimately, the reconstruction had to result in a sensible text. The large number of remaining unplaced 
fragments testifies to the rigor with which the editors have applied these criteria. 

M. LEHTINEN 
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