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Fig. 1.1. Map of the project area courtesy of Talal Akasheh, Hashemite University, Chrysan-
thos Kanellopoulos, and American Center of Oriental Research, Amman
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I. Introduction
by Patricia Maynor Bikai

Genesis of the Project
Beginning in 1991, the American Center of Oriental Research (ACOR) 

worked on the excavation of the Petra Church, a large structure in the heart 
of Petra, with exceptional mosaics. On Jan. 2, 1994, on a visit to that project, 
Thomas A. Dailey of the United States Agency for International Develop-
ment, Pierre M. Bikai, the director of ACOR, and this author, decided to 
walk up the hill above the Petra Church. When we reached the top, we had 
stopped to enjoy the view when Pierre said, “I’m standing in a church,” and 
Tom responded, “And I’m sitting in the apse.” See fig. 1.2. It turned out 

that this church, which would be 
dubbed the Ridge Church because 
of its location, had been known in 
the early 20th century, but then it 
was apparently forgotten.

It may have been described 
by A. Musil who described two 
churches in the general vicinity 
(1907: 105–6, 108, fig. 76), but 
matching his descriptions to either 
of the two known churches is diffi-
cult (see Schick 2001 on Musil and 
on history of Christianity in Petra). 
The Ridge Church definitely ap-
pears on A. Kammerer’s map (fig. 
1.3) of 1929.

The Ridge Church is located 
at the northwestern edge of the 
Byzantine-era city and is just in-
side the city walls which run along 
the ridge overlooking Wadi Abu 
‘Ullayqa. Its location on a sand-
stone ridge that rises to 924 masl 
subjected the structure to severe 
erosion. Most of the stones of the 
walls and the other architectural 
elements had been washed down 
or pushed down the slopes to the 
north and south of the structure.

The damage was clearly visible 
during that first visit in 1994, and 
it was decided to begin a limited 
project to consolidate the remains 
in order to prevent further erosion, 
and there ensued a series of short 
“seasons” (usually one week) de-

voted to clearing the structure and consolidating it. In the Spring of 1998, 
however, two large Nabataean tombs were discovered simultaneously. This 
would result in the expansion of the project as detailed in Chapter 2, “The 
Excavation Seasons.” There were a total of 12 seasons. Megan A. Perry and 
S. Thomas Parker continued the project, albeit in a different area to the east;
see Parker and Perry 2013, 2017, and in press.

Fig. 1.2. Tom Dailey at the Ridge Church, Jan. 2, 1994

Fig. 1.3. A. Kammerer 1929, detail of Carte III; the “Eglise 
byzantine” is the Ridge Church.
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